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Disaster News    

REBUILDING? YOU’LL NEED A BUILDING PERMIT FIRST
OLYMPIA—Officials of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Washington Emergency Management Division (WEMD) are advising Washington residents affected by the January 6-16, 2009, severe winter storm, landslides and flooding to get proper permits when rebuilding their damaged property.   

"One of the most important things you can do when rebuilding is to get the proper permits," said Federal Coordinating Officer Willie Nunn. "You'll protect yourself and your investment from unsatisfactory work. You’ll also likely save money, too." 

Proper permits are assurance that the proposed work complies with the current codes, standards, flood ordinances and recommended construction techniques. The permit includes an elevation certificate; it also will provide a permanent record of compliance with applicable elevation and/or retrofitting requirements – useful information when selling a home and necessary for the flood insurance rating.

State Coordinating Officer Kurt Hardin said, "Obtaining building permits is especially important for those whose homes or businesses are located within a FEMA-mapped floodplain. Residents rebuilding after our recent floods need to know that building permits are based on local codes and ordinances that are enforced locally, not by FEMA."

Officials warn that if proper permits are not obtained, residents may be subject to stop work orders, fines and penalties.

Contacting your local permit office will also provide residents with information on how to find licensed contractors. These offices can provide suggestions on consumer protection against unscrupulous contractors, as well as how to protect homes or businesses from future disaster-related damage. 

FEMA and WEMD do not recommend or endorse any contractors, and officials warn people to be leery of any contractors who claim they are authorized by FEMA or WEMD. They are not. 
###
FEMA leads and supports the nation in a risk-based, comprehensive emergency management system of preparedness, protection, response, recovery, and mitigation to reduce the loss of life and property and protect the nation from all hazards including natural disasters, acts of terrorism, and other man-made disasters.

FEMA’s temporary housing assistance and grants for public transportation expenses, medical and dental expenses, and funeral and burial expenses do not require individuals to apply for an SBA loan.  However, applicants who receive SBA loan applications must submit them to SBA loan officers to be eligible for assistance that covers personal property, vehicle repair or replacement, and moving and storage expenses.
The Small Business Administration (SBA) is the federal government’s primary source of money for the long-term rebuilding of disaster-damaged private property. SBA helps homeowners, renters, businesses of all sizes, and private nonprofit organizations fund repairs or rebuilding efforts, and cover the cost of replacing lost or disaster-damaged personal property. These disaster loans cover uninsured and uncompensated losses and do not duplicate benefits of other agencies or organizations. Homeowners, renters and business owners with questions for the SBA should call the Customer Service Center at 1-800-659-2955 (TTY 1-800-877-8339). 



March 5, 2009


FEMA-DR-1817-NR045


Media Contacts:


FEMA – News Desk (360) 534-2635


WA-EMD – Mark Clemens (360) 534-2798


SBA – Roger Busch (916) 717-5807














-more-


