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Disaster News    

FREE DISASTER LEGAL SERVICES HOTLINE NOW AVAILABLE 
OLYMPIA— Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) officials state that a toll-free hot line 1-866-519-7099 for legal assistance is now available for Washington state residents affected by the January 6-16, 2009, severe winter storm, landslides, mudslides and flooding.  Operated by the American Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division, the service is operational 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and is recorded in English, Spanish, Russian and Chinese. Callers should leave a message. The Young Lawyer’s Division will monitor the line daily, and a volunteer lawyer will contact the caller, Monday-Friday, to gather more information. 
“Many potential problems are easily resolved once people understand their rights under the law,” said Federal Coordinating Officer Willie Nunn. “If an issue is more complex, and the person needs representation by a lawyer, he or she will be advised on how to obtain one.”
A partnership of the Washington Emergency Management Division, FEMA and the Young Lawyers Division, the legal service has been set up to assist the residents of the counties declared to receive FEMA disaster assistance:  Benton, Clallam, Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, King, Kittitas, Lewis, Mason, Pacific, Pierce, Skagit, Snohomish, Thurston, Wahkiakum and Whatcom counties. 

Those with legal issues arising from the severe storm, flooding and mudslides during the  January, 2009, period should call 1-866-519-7099 and leave a message, including their name, daytime contact phone number, and information about their disaster related legal needs. The legal needs may be:

· Assistance with life, medical and property insurance claims; 

· Help with home repair contracts and contractors; 

· Replacement of wills and other legal documents destroyed in the disaster; 
· Replacement of lost documents;
· Counseling on mortgage-foreclosure problems;  

· Counseling on landlord/tenant problems. 

Callers do not have to be registered with FEMA, but the service is designed to answer disaster-related legal questions. Lawyers willing to volunteer their legal services should also call this hotline.
###
FEMA leads and supports the nation in a risk-based, comprehensive emergency management system of preparedness, protection, response, recovery, and mitigation to reduce the loss of life and property and protect the nation from all hazards including natural disasters, acts of terrorism, and other man-made disasters.

FEMA’s temporary housing assistance and grants for public transportation expenses, medical and dental expenses, and funeral and burial expenses do not require individuals to apply for an SBA loan.  However, applicants who receive SBA loan applications must submit them to SBA loan officers to be eligible for assistance that covers personal property, vehicle repair or replacement, and moving and storage expenses.
The Small Business Administration (SBA) is the federal government’s primary source of money for the long-term rebuilding of disaster-damaged private property. SBA helps homeowners, renters, businesses of all sizes, and private nonprofit organizations fund repairs or rebuilding efforts, and cover the cost of replacing lost or disaster-damaged personal property. These disaster loans cover uninsured and uncompensated losses and do not duplicate benefits of other agencies or organizations. Homeowners, renters and business owners with questions for the SBA should call the Customer Service Center at 1-800-659-2955 (TTY 1-800-877-8339). 
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