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Officials begin survey of storm damage to public facilities





Camp Murray, WA – Local, state and federal emergency management officials have begun to assess public infrastructure damage across the state resulting from flooding, snowfall, slides and avalanches from Dec. 11 to Jan. 16. 





“Our first priority has been to work with the Federal Emergency Management Agency to identify flood and storm impacts on people and their homes, personal property and businesses.  Now we will turn our attention to the damages to public infrastructure,” said Kurt Hardin, manager of the Mitigation, Response and Recovery Unit of the Washington Emergency Management Division.  





Seven public facility damage survey teams began work on Wednesday in Western Washington. Two teams will shift to Eastern Washington next Monday, Hardin said. 





Hardin said he expects the state emergency management division to be able to complete recommendations for Gov. Chris Gregoire as soon as sufficient eligible damages are validated. 





Eligible public assistance damage must reach two thresholds to qualify for a Federal Disaster Declaration.  For the state, the threshold is approximately $7.7 million, or $1.31 per person.  For a county, the threshold is $3.28 per person. 





If the state requests are approved by the federal government, the local and state agencies, non-profit agencies as well as tribal nations could receive federal grants to pay for up to 75 per cent of the eligible costs for emergency services and removal of debris as well as the repair and replacement of damaged facilities. 
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