A two-day tsunami response and recovery exercise Oct. 22-23 was a success according to state and federal officials.

The exercise, based on a simulated tsunami event off the northwest Washington coast, was “one of the best collaborations I’ve been involved with in 17 years of emergency management work,” said Jim Mullen, director, Washington Emergency Management Division.


He said he particularly appreciated the participation of Washington’s coastal counties and tribes in the exercise which was conducted by the Federal Emergency Management’s Agency’s Emergency Management Institute (EMI), based at Emmitsburg, Md. 


Jennifer Pritchett, EMI training specialist, said the exercise was very unique because so many entities were involved, adding that the collaboration of the participants made the exercise a success. 


Mullen said it was a major achievement for FEMA to bring the exercise to the state rather than to have exercise participants travel to EMI for the standard offering, known as the Integrated Emergency Management Course.  This change increased participation and allowed the exercise to present a more realistic emergency response and recovery scenario, he said.


Exercise participants included Clallam, Jefferson, Grays Harbor and Pacific counties; 18 state and federal agencies; and the Hoh, Lower Elwha Klallam, Makah, Quileute, and Shoalwater Bay tribes and the Quinault Nation. 
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