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Homeowners and renters need to insure now against winter flood damage





Camp Murray, Wash. – It’s a good time for homeowners and renters to insure their property against flooding as the fall and winter storm season nears.  


“River flooding, storm runoff, and high water table ponding all are common problems from Washington’s winter weather.  Yet the only way renters and homeowners can insure their property against such losses is with “Flood Insurance. The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is one of the best ways to do this,” said John Vollmer, human services program manager, Washington Emergency Management Division.


	“Even a few inches of water can mean thousands of dollars in repair and restoration costs,” Vollmer said. “Because most homeowner’s insurance policies do not cover floods, you need flood insurance to protect against these losses.”


Vollmer said it also is important to act soon to buy an NFIP policy because the flood insurance will not take effect until 30 days after purchase. 


	He said flood insurance will cover eligible losses regardless of whether the event is declared a disaster or not.  “We often see flooding situations where stream or urban runoff only impacts a few homes and therefore does not qualify for any government disaster aid.  In those situations, an NFIP policy can save a homeowner or renter from some massive financial losses.” 


	Statistics reveal that about 25 per cent of all claims paid by NFIP are for homes and apartments that are in areas of minimal flood risk, he added.  “As a homeowner, you can insure your home up to $250,000 and its contents up to $100,000.  If you’re a renter, you can cover your belongings up to $100,000.  As a non-residential property owner, you can insure your buildings and its contents up to $500,000.” 


	Vollmer said the average yearly cost of a NFIP policy is around $400, which is less expensive in many cases than one month’s car payment.


	More information on the National Flood Insurance program can be found on the following internet link � HYPERLINK "http://www.floodsmart.gov" ��www.floodsmart.gov�  


For further information on the NFIP or federal disaster aid programs, contact John Vollmer, human services manager, Washington Emergency Management Division, at 


1-800-562-6108, ext. 7076. 
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Summit meeting will include discussions of tsunami hazard assessment, warning systems, programs for damage mitigation, and future action plans.


WHAT:  Washington Coastal Tsunami Summit.


WHO:  Emergency response community, Elected officials, State and federal tsunami and earthquake experts.


WHERE:  Long Beach, Edgewater Inn, Feb. 9, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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