For immediate release           
Contact:  Ron Bowen, Washington State Patrol   253-912-4932
Aug 1, 2008 @1800.
                                                                                                                        

Fire Mobilization Ordered for the Smith Lake Fire
 
State fire assistance has been mobilized to support local firefighters working to contain a wildfire near the City of Grand Coulee in Douglas County.  Washington State Patrol Chief John Batiste authorized the State Fire Services Mobilization Plan at 1500 Aug 1, 2008.

Fire Chief Dale Rinker of Douglas County Fire District #3 requested a fire mobilization for a 1000-acre wild land fire at mile post 17 on Hwy. 174, five miles from Grand Coulee.  All local resources and mutual aid have been expended.  At the time of the request, 12 primary residences were threatened.  A level 3 evacuation level has been ordered and approximately 24 people have been evacuated.  BPA and PUD transmission lines are also threatened.  The fire is reported to be on private land.


Chief Rinker reported the winds are gusting to 25 mph. with temperature in the mid 80’s


The State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) at Camp Murray remains at Phase II, to coordinate state assistance for the Smith Lake Fire.

Personnel from the Office of the State Fire Marshal are traveling to the scene of the fire to coordinate dispatch of resources, while other personnel are staffing the State EOC at Camp Murray. Staffing at the EOC will end at 1900 tonight and begin again at 0800 tomorrow

Under the mobilization plan, the Fire Protection Bureau will be coordinating the initial dispatch of firefighters, engines, water tenders, and helicopters.  The State Fire Services Mobilization Plan is implemented to provide personnel, equipment and other resources from around the state when wildfires exceed the firefighting capacity of local jurisdictions.
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