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Deadline for disaster unemployment benefits 

extended in all affected counties
OLYMPIA – People who live or work in 10 counties that were affected by the December storm disaster now have until Feb. 11 to apply for disaster unemployment benefits.

The application period had expired for nine of the counties last week, but the federal Department of Labor has agreed to extend the application deadline to give people more opportunity to apply for benefits.

The 10 counties that have been approved for disaster unemployment benefits are Clallam, Grays Harbor, King, Kitsap, Lewis, Mason, Pacific, Snohomish, Thurston and Wahkiakum.

“Many people are literally still digging their homes and businesses out of the mud, and some may not be aware that disaster unemployment benefits are available,” said Employment Security Commissioner Karen Lee.  “We hope that this extra time will bring in more people who qualify for this special assistance.” 
Disaster unemployment benefits are only for people who do not qualify for regular unemployment benefits. These include people who were injured in the storm, who are self-employed, who were prevented from beginning new work or who became head of their household due to a death caused by the disaster.

Applications are available online at www.dua.go2ui.com, by phone at 877-416-7274, by e-mail at dua@esd.wa.gov or in person at local WorkSource centers. Qualified applicants will be eligible to receive $165 to $515 per week in benefits.

People may apply for regular unemployment benefits online at www.go2ui.com or by phone at 800-318-6022.

###

Employment Security’s disaster-response Web site: http://fortress.wa.gov/esd/portal/unemployment/benefits/disaster-benefits/ 

