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MEDIA
ADVISORY
NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST
This advisory is to clarify the availability of special Disaster Unemployment Assistance and other federal programs for those whose employment was affected by the recent storms in Washington State.

Special Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA) is now available to those who live or work in the 11 western Washington counties affected by the flooding and severe storms of November 2-11, 2006.  This assistance is funded by FEMA and administered by the Washington State Employment Security Department.  
The DUA program is intended to assist those who could not work because they were injured in the storms, their place of business was forced to close, or they could not get to work because of flooding or storm damage.  Special payments are available to self-employed persons, farm workers and others who would not ordinarily qualify for unemployment insurance benefits.  

Applicants do not need to register with FEMA for disaster assistance to receive DUA benefits.  Information and applications are available at all offices of the Employment Security Department.

DUA, like other federal disaster assistance programs, is available only to those affected by the storms that swept western Washington in November.  There is currently no federal disaster declaration in effect for the December wind storms. 
November Storm Damage:

1. File with your insurance carrier.

2. Report damage to your county emergency management agency. (?)
3. Register with FEMA for federal disaster assistance.

Applicants can register with FEMA online at www.fema.gov or by phone, toll-free, at 1-800-621-FEMA (3362).  The TTY number for the hearing- and speech-impaired is 1-800-462-7587.

December Wind Damage:
1. File with your insurance carrier.

2. Report damage to your county emergency management agency.
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