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Gov. Gregoire: Washingtonians Should Prepare, Help Their Neighbors
Governor continues to warn about the dangers of using inappropriate items for heating, cooking

OLYMPIA – Governor Chris Gregoire today issued a statement and an update regarding the Washington storms.

“As forecasts indicate more stormy weather, we should all take common-sense steps to prepare ourselves, our families and our neighbors.  This storm is not expected to be as severe, but we know what kind of damage can occur and I strongly urge all citizens to take time now to get prepared.  Warming shelters are available for those who need a warm place to stay until power is restored.

 “I continue to urge caution and patience.  Please check on your neighbors and friends.  With the holiday season upon us, we are reminded again why is it important for Washingtonians to show our generosity.  Please consider a donation to a food bank or a shelter.

“I have been traveling across the state this week and everywhere I go, I see how well communities are working together to respond to the damage caused by the storm.

 

“Utility company employees are working around the clock to restore power, giving up their time with their families during the holidays to help Washington recover.  I am deeply appreciative of their commitment and dedication, especially from those folks who have come in to help from out of state and have left their families at home.

“My sincere thanks goes to the Washington National Guard, transportation workers, state and local emergency workers and countless volunteers who have spent the last six days helping their neighbors recover and get back to preparing for the holidays.  That is the Washington way.”

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Governor Gregoire on Friday declared a state of emergency in 17 Western Washington counties and, after reviewing conditions, expanded the state of emergency on Saturday to the entire state.  The state emergency operations center is open and Governor Gregoire has given permission for utility crews in King County to use HOV lanes so they are able to move more quickly around the region responding to outages.  She today directed the Washington Emergency Management Division to ask King County if there is any additional assistance that the state can provide.  

Governor Gregoire continues to urge Washingtonians to not use grills, gas or kerosene heaters and generators indoors and to not use ovens or gas ranges for heating and asks all citizens to get the word out to anyone they know without power.  Carbon monoxide poisoning is to blame for three deaths since last week's windstorm and at least four other deaths are attributed to improper indoor use of a generator.  Public health officials believe as many as a thousand others have been affected by carbon monoxide poisoning over the past five days.

In the aftermath of the December 14 and 15 windstorm, the State Emergency Operations Center remains staffed in support of the recovery efforts of local jurisdictions.

State Support

         The Washington State Department of Health worked with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention translating carbon monoxide fact sheets into five languages to reach more people with safety messages regarding generators and the use of charcoal briquettes in the home.

         The National Guard has installed 11 generators across Washington to power senior centers, special needs shelters, water treatment centers and other core services.

· The Washington State Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) continues to monitor licensed facilities such as Nursing Homes, Boarding Homes and Adult Family Homes.  These privately operated facilities have approved emergency plans.  If they request assistance, DSHS will contact local emergency responders.  
· DSHS shares lists of adult facilities with local county emergency operation centers that request them.  
· DSHS continues to monitor agencies that provide in-home services to vulnerable adults. 
· The State EOC coordinated for the delivery of a Nextel cell phone amplifier to a shelter in Pierce County. 
· The Washington National Guard, the Military Department and the American Red Cross reported to the State EOC in support of recovery efforts.

Shelters 
The American Red Cross (ARC) reports as of 10 a.m.14 shelters open in Chelan (2), Kitsap (1) –this is a warming center), King (2), Kittitas (2), Pierce (4), Thurston (3, one is for showers only).  Twenty (20) non-ARC shelters are open:  King (16, one of which is a warming center), two in Pierce, two in Mason counties.  Tuesday evening, 261 people were sheltered in 16 centers with shelters having a capacity of 2,797.  Yesterday, King and Kitsap counties reported 553 meals and 1,599 snacks served.  Both counties reported 80 people supported during the day (showers, warming, support).

Special Needs Shelter

King County Public Health is operating a Special Needs shelter at Bellevue Community College to provide services for people with health problems and their caretakers and a Special Needs Hotline at 206-296-4606.  Metro Access vans have been available to transport individuals who are unable to travel independently.

Considerable effort by King County has been made to educate both the elderly and ethnic communities regarding available services and prevention and awareness on carbon monoxide poisoning.  These efforts have included flyers, radio interviews and advertising, development of neighbor phone trees, messaging through community leaders and even door-to-door visits by the King County Housing Authority.  Information on the harmful effects of carbon monoxide can be found at http://www.metrokc.gov/HEALTH/disaster/carbmono.htm.
 

Check on Your Neighbors

With many citizens still without power, elderly and at-risk special needs populations are particularly at risk for hypothermia.  Check on neighbors, family members, and at risk populations to ensure they are healthy, safe and doing well. 

Home and Business Owners Report Your Damages Now

For people affected by last week’s winter windstorm, there are two places to report damages: their insurance company (if they have one) and the emergency management agency in the county where they live.  Counties already are collecting damage information from homeowners and small business owners.  They have established phone numbers and web sites, below, for that purpose.  Unless indicated otherwise, callers will be able to talk to a person or leave a message.

Energy Outage Update

Puget Sound Energy (PSE) reports as of noon today that 99,482 customers are still without power.  They are broken out by county below:

	PSE by county
	Power outages 

	Clallam County
	15

	North King County
	63,270

	South King County
	21,859

	Pierce
	2,060

	Vashon
	1,058

	Thurston/Lewis
	7,907

	Kitsap
	3,304

	Kittitas
	9

	PSE total 
	99,482


These utilities are reporting the following power outage numbers:

	Other utilities 
	Power outages 

	Clark County PUD
	150

	Grays Harbor PUD
	50

	Lewis County PUD 
	500

	Mason County PUD
	1,200

	Peninsula Light
	6,500

	Seattle City Light
	9,000

	Snohomish County PUD
	300

	Tacoma Power
	1,000


The following utilities report power restored for all of their customers:
· Clallam County PUD 

· Cowlitz County PUD 

· Pacific PUD 

· Wahkiakum PUD 

	COUNTIES BELIEVED TO HAVE MAJORITY OF DAMAGE 

FROM DEC. 14-15 WINTER WIND STORM

	Jurisdiction where you live
	Phone number to call
	Notes
	Internet, if available

	Chelan County
	509-667-6863

(Sheriff’s Office)
	You can also report damages at the county’s website.  
	www.chelandem.org

	Clallam County
	360-417-2525
	8-5 M-F, after hours leave message
	

	Clark County 

	360-992-9229
	8-5 M-F, after hours leave message
	

	Cowlitz County
	360-577-3130
	8-5 M-F, after hours leave message
	

	Douglas County
	509-663-9911
	24-hour line (Sheriffs Office)
	

	Grays Harbor County
	360-249-3911
	8-4 M-F, after hours leave message or use web site
	http://www.co.grays-harbor.wa.us/info/DEM/EMD140.htm

	Island County
	See Note for specific location

8–4 :30 M- F
	North Whidbey 

360-679-7370

South Whidbey

360-321-5113, ext. 7370

Camano Island

360-629-4523, ext. 7370
	www.islandcounty.net/gsa/des/StormDamage.htm


	Jefferson County
	360-385-9368
	8-5 M-F, after hours leave message
	

	King County
	1-800-523-5044
	8-5 M-F, after hours leave message
	Home & Businesses Only – No downed trees or power outages.  

	Kittitas County
	509-962-7525
	9-5 M-F, after hours leave message
	 

	Lewis County
	360-740-1152
	8-5 M-F after hours leave message
	

	Mason County
	360-427-7535
	8-6 M-F, after hours leave message
	

	Pacific County
	360-875-9340
	8-5 M-F, after hours leave message
	

	Pierce County
	1-866-798-6363
	8-5 p.m.,  Mon-Sun
	

	San Juan County
	360-378-4151
	24-hour line (Sheriff’s Office)
	

	Skagit County
	360-428-3260
	8-4

Thur-Sat, week of Dec. 18

Mon-Fri, week of Dec. 25
	

	Skamania County
	509-427-8076
	8- 4:30 M-F, after hours leave message
	 

	Snohomish County
	425-388-5060 (NW)
425-776-3722 (ESCA) 
	8-5 M-F, after hours leave message
	

	Thurston County
	360-754-3360
	8-8, M-F, after hours leave message
	

	Wahkiakum County
	360-795-3242
	8-5, M-F, after hours leave message
	

	Whatcom County
	360-676-6681
	8- 4:30, M-F 
	

	COUNTIES BELIEVED TO HAVE LESS DAMAGE FROM DEC. 14-15 WIND STORM—

HOME AND BUSINESS OWNERS WITH PROPERTY DAMAGE SHOULD CALL THE NUMBER PROVIDED BELOW TO REPORT THEIR LOSS.



	Adams County
	509-488-2061
	24-hour line 
	

	Garfield County
	509-843-3494
	24-hour line
	

	Lincoln County
	509-725-9263
	8-4:30 M-F
	

	Okanogan County
	509-422-7206
	8 a.m. -- 5 p.m. 
	

	Pend Oreille, County
	509-447-1988
	24-hour line
	

	Spokane County
	509-477-2204
	8-5, M-F, recorded message, leave message 
	

	Yakima County
	509-574-1900
	24-hour line
	

	HOME AND BUSINESS OWNERS WITH PROPERTY DAMAGE SHOULD CONTACT THEIR LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICE FOR THE FOLLOWING COUNTIES.



	Asotin, Benton, Columbia, Ferry, Franklin, Grant, Klickitat, Stevens, Walla Walla and Whitman counties.


State actions are coordinated through the State EOC at Camp Murray.  The State EOC is operated by the Washington Emergency Management Division (WEMD) of the Washington Military Department 24 hours a day and will be fully activated until further notice. 

# # #

