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Winter Wind Storm Update
CAMP MURRAY, WA – With high winds slamming the state this past Thursday, the State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) at Camp Murray remains fully activated this weekend in support of the storm recovery efforts of local jurisdictions. The Washington state departments of Community Trade and  Economic Development, Social and Health Services, Health, Washington National Guard and the Military Department have reported to the EOC in support of these recovery efforts.
Energy Outage Update

The Washington State Department of Community Trade and Economic Development (CTED) reports 545,400 customers are still without power as of 5 p.m. today. 
Clallam County PUD reports 3,000 customers, or 12%, of their customers without power.

Clark County PUD reports 1,500 customers, or 1%, of their customers without power.
Cowlitz County PUD reports 400 customers, or 1%, of their customers without power.

Grays Harbor PUD reports 1,500, or 4%, of their customers without power.

Lewis County PUD reports 5,000, or 21% of their customers without power.

Mason County PUD #3 reports 8,000, or 27% of their customers without power.

Peninsula Light reports 13,000, or 43%, of their customers without power.

Puget Sound Energy reports 436,000, or 40%, of their customers without power.

Seattle City Light reports 47,000, or 14%, of their customers without power.

Snohomish County PUD reports 12,000, or 5%, of their customers without power.

Tacoma Power reports 18,000 or 13%, of their customers without power.

Shelters
The American Red Cross (ARC) reports 24 shelters, housing 30 people, are open in King, Kittitas, Mason, Pierce, and Thurston counties with shelters on standby in Island County. An American Red Cross warming shelter is set up on Camano Island. At 6 p.m. ARC is opening a 300-bed shelter on the campus of Central Washington University in Ellensburg in Kittitas County. Other non-ARC shelters are reported open in King, Kitsap and Snohomish counties and the cities of Bellevue and Seattle. 
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State’s helping counties as they make sure smaller adult residential homes are okay

The Washington State Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) is working with King, Kitsap and Pierce counties in ensuring that smaller adult residential care facilities (six residents or less) are not left out in the cold. DSHS has provided the three counties with the locations of approximately 390 facilities and is also sending a liaison to King County emergency operations center to work with their staff. 
Health Care Precautions

The state Department of Health is receiving reports that hospitals are seeing a number of patients with symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning. Several of these cases are believed to be connected with improper use of charcoal and generators. Carbon monoxide poisoning can be fatal.

Many of the cases have been among people with limited English language skills. The Department of Health is working with local health departments to help spread the word through community partners. The department is also urging everyone to share this information with anyone they know whose power is out. 

Carbon monoxide (CO) is an odorless, colorless gas that can cause sudden illness and death if inhaled. 
When power outages occur, the use of alternative sources of fuel or electricity for heating or cooking can cause CO to build up in a home, garage, or camper.

CO is found in combustion fumes produced by small gasoline engines, stoves, generators, lanterns, and gas ranges, or by burning charcoal and wood. It can build up in enclosed or partially enclosed spaces and can quickly poison people and animals.

· NEVER use generators indoors or in a garage, carport or basement. Generators can produce large amounts of carbon monoxide that can build up to dangerous levels in minutes. Keep your generator outdoors and well away from windows, doors and air intakes.

· Never use a charcoal grill, hibachi, lantern, or portable camping stove inside a home, tent, camper, or any enclosed space.
· Always open flues when fireplaces are in use.

· Do not use ovens and gas ranges to heat your home.

· Do not use unvented gas or kerosene space heaters in enclosed spaces.
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· Install battery-powered CO detectors in your home.
· Read product directions for other important safety information.

How to Recognize CO Poisoning

· Exposure to CO can cause loss of consciousness and death. The most common symptoms of CO poisoning are headache, dizziness, weakness, nausea, vomiting, chest pain, and confusion. People who are sleeping or who have been drinking alcohol can die from CO poisoning before ever having symptoms.

· If CO poisoning is suspected, consult a health care professional right away.

For more information go to www.doh.wa.gov or www.cdc.gov/co/faqs.htm
Washington National Guard
Through requests for local support to the State EOC, the Washington National Guard provided cots to Thurston County for senior housing.
Travel and Road Conditions

Winds have receded and road conditions in the greater Puget Sound area have stabilized, according to the Washington State Department of Transportation website at http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/News/2006/12/15_stormwrapup.htm  Crews worked overnight and throughout the day to help re-open routes on more than 30 state highways and three major bridges. They will continue to repair downed signs, restart signals and clear fallen trees on a handful of problem areas.  In the areas with a forecast for ice, crews will work again tonight to treat the roads. For traffic alerts and slowdowns on state highways, refer to WSDOT link at http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/traffic/trafficalerts/
State actions are coordinated through the State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) at Camp Murray.  The State EOC is operated by the Washington State Emergency Management Division of the Washington Military Department 24 hours a day and will be fully activated until further notice. 
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