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State EOC activated due to power outages and winter storms 
Camp Murray, WA -- The State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) was activated at a Phase II level at 7 a.m. today in response to power outages and windstorm conditions throughout the state. 

Flood warnings have been issued for rivers in Pierce, Thurston, Grays Harbor, Lewis and Mason counties.  County emergency operations centers have been activated in Clallam, Clark, Jefferson, Kitsap, King, Lewis, Mason,  Pierce, Snohomish and Whatcom counties.

The Governor’s Office has been notified of the activation and will receive periodic updates on the winter storm situation.

Individuals who sustain flood and wind damage in this storm event are asked to report their damages to county emergency management offices.  The reports will help the state Emergency Management Division to prepare a recommendation on a possible federal disaster declaration. 

The State Enhanced 911 Office in cooperation with local telephone carriers reminds all citizens in the affected area:

· To stay off the telephone unless you have a critical need to make a telephone call. Remember a FAX or a computer also uses a telephone line and its use may affect your ability to get immediate help in a life-threatening emergency.  

· DO NOT call 9-1-1 unless you need an emergency response from police, fire or emergency medical personnel.

· If you experience other types of problems not related to these emergency services, call the appropriate telephone number for those services.

· DO NOT call 9-1-1 unnecessarily. 9-1-1 lines must be kept open for people who have a true emergency.

· If you pick up your telephone to make a call and do not hear dial tone, DO NOT HANG UP. Simply wait a few seconds, and you will get dial tone and be able to make your call.
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