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EMERGENCY NEWS 

FROM THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
Emergency Management Division, Washington Military Department

Camp Murray, Washington

Mudslides and Landslides 
A tip sheet

General

Mud- and landslides can damage or demolish homes, and injure or kill occupants. Slides can start on slopes as low as 15 degrees, but are faster and more dangerous on steeper slopes. Slides often exceed 20 m.p.h. and can approach 100 m.p.h. 

What to watch for before a slide

· Mud- and landslides often occur without warning and sometimes in areas where they have never been seen before. 

· To be safe, assume that all drainages in steep, hilly or mountainous areas could have mud- or landslides. 
· Stay alert to the amount of rainfall during intense storms. Buy a rain gauge and install it where you can check it frequently.

· Whenever rainfall has exceeded 3 or 4 inches per day or 1/4 inch per hour, the soil may be logged and more rain could trigger a mudslide.

· Any sudden increase in runoff is cause for concern.

· Watch for new springs or seeps on slopes; cracks in snow, ice, soil or rock; bulges at the base of slopes; the appearance of holes or bare spots on hillsides; tilting trees; or increased muddiness of streams.

· Listen for unusual rumbling or noises that may indicate shifting bedrock or breaking vegetation. 

If a slide occurs

· Evacuate from the slide area immediately. 
· Call 9-1-1.

· Do not go back inside your home until it is declared safe by authorities.  
After a slide

· If you smell gas or hear a hissing sound—open a window and leave the building. Shut off the main gas valve outside.

· If there is electrical damage—switch off the power at the main control panel.
· If water pipes are damaged, shut off the main water supply valve.

· Do not flush toilets until you know that sewage lines are intact.

· Contact disaster relief services if you need housing, food, etc.

· Clean up spilled medicines, bleaches and flammable liquids.

· Clean and disinfect items that got caught in the slide. The mud left behind by slides could contain sewage and chemicals.

· Photograph and inventory your home and damaged goods.
· If you have insurance, call your insurance agent. 

· Keep records of all clean-up and repair costs.

· If you are a tenant, notify the landlord. 

For more information, call your local emergency management office.
